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Michael Lu, MD 

Associate Administrator 

Maternal and Child Health Bureau 

Health Resources and Services Administration 

 

Michael C. Lu, MD, MPH is the Associate Administrator for Maternal and Child 

Health (Maternal and Child Health Bureau Director). He was formerly an 

associate professor of obstetrics & gynecology and public health at UCLA. Dr. Lu 

received his bachelor’s degrees from Stanford University, master’s degrees 

from UC Berkeley, medical degree from UC San Francisco, and residency 

training in obstetrics & gynecology from UC Irvine.  

 

He is widely recognized for his research, teaching and clinical care. Dr. Lu 

received the 2003 Coalition for Excellence in MCH Epidemiology Young Professional Achievement 

Award, and the 2004 American Public Health Association Young Professional Award for his research on 

perinatal health disparities. He has served on Institute of Medicine (IOM) Committees on Understanding 

Prematurity and Committee to Reexamine Pregnancy Weight Guidelines, as well as the Centers for 

Disease Control and Prevention Select Panel on Preconception Care. He was Study Location Principal 

Investigator for the National Children’s Study in Los Angeles. He also chaired the Secretary’s Advisory 

Committee on Infant Mortality (SACIM).  

 

Prior to his appointment at HRSA, Dr. Lu taught obstetrics and gynecology at the David Geffen School of 

Medicine at UCLA, and maternal and child health at the UCLA School of Public Health. He has received 

numerous awards for his teaching, including Excellence in Teaching Awards from the Association of 

Professors of Gynecology and Obstetrics. Dr. Lu also saw patients at the faculty group practice in 

obstetrics and gynecology at UCLA Medical Center, and has been voted one of the Best Doctors in 

America since 2005. 

 

 

Michael Kogan, PhD 

Director, Office of Epidemiology & Research 

HRSA, Maternal and Child Health Bureau 

 

Michael D. Kogan, PhD is Director of the Office of Epidemiology, Policy and 

Evaluation for the Maternal and Child Health Bureau at HRSA. In this position 

he is responsible for directing activities of the office with an emphasis on 1) 

building the data capacity of federal, state and local areas in maternal and 

child health; and 2) strengthening the present and future workforce skill levels 

in maternal and child health epidemiology; 3) disseminating information and strengthening the evidence 

base in maternal and child health; and 4) coordinating the Maternal and Child Health Bureau’s work on 

program accountability, evaluation, and policy analysis.  He also serves as the Project Director for the 

National Surveys of Children’s Health and the National Surveys of Children with Special Health Care 



Needs.  Prior to this position, he was a senior epidemiologist with the Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention, National Center for Health Statistics. He serves on the editorial board of the Maternal and 

Child Health Journal and has served in that capacity for the American Journal of Public Health. He has 

served as a special editor for Pediatrics and the Maternal and Child Health Journal.  He has also held 

adjunct academic appointments at the University of Alabama at Birmingham and Harvard University, 

and is a regular lecturer at Georgetown University.  He has published over 100 articles and book 

chapters on numerous topics in pediatric and perinatal epidemiology including the content of prenatal 

care, over-the-counter medication use among children, the effect of periods without health insurance 

on continuity of care for young children, racial/ethnic disparities in birth outcomes, the effect of 

changing obstetric practices on birth outcomes, preterm birth, multiple births, children with special 

health care needs, the content of pediatric care, the consequences of underinsurance, childhood 

injuries, and both the prevalence of autism spectrum disorder (ASD), as well as the health care 

experiences of families with ASD children.  He received the 2003 Advancing Knowledge award from the 

Coalition for Excellence in Maternal and Child Health Epidemiology.  He also received the 2011 HRSA 

Administrator’s Award for Excellence for his leadership and research. He received his doctorate in 

epidemiology from Yale University in 1988. 

 

 

Laura Kavanagh, MPP 

Director, Division of MCH Workforce Development 

Maternal and Child Health Bureau, HRSA 

 

Laura Kavanagh, MPP is Director, Division of MCH Workforce Development, 

Maternal and Child Health Bureau (MCHB), Health Resources and Services 

Administration.  She oversees MCHB’s interdisciplinary clinical training 

programs, MCH workforce development efforts, Healthy Tomorrows and 

Combating Autism Act programs.  She is responsible for managing 160 

projects with a $45 million annual budget. She serves on AMCHP’s Workforce Development Committee. 

 

She is a graduate of the University of Virginia (Echols Scholar) and Georgetown University, where she 

received a master’s degree in public policy with an emphasis on health policy analysis.   

 

Selected awards include American Academy of Pediatrics Section on Developmental & Behavioral 

Pediatrics 2011 Dale Richmond/Justin Coleman Lectureship Award; National Public Health Leadership 

Institute Fellow (2008-2009); and American Public Health Association’s Maternal and Child Health Young 

Professional Award (1998). 

 

 

Holly Grason, MA 

Senior Advisor 

Division of MCH Workforce Development 

Maternal and Child Health Bureau, HRSA 

 

Ms. Grason is an Associate Professor in the Department of Population, Family 

and Reproductive Health, Johns Hopkins School of Public Health, currently 

serving as Senior Advisor in MCHB's Division of MCH Workforce Development. 

Professor Grason served as Director of the Women's and Children's Health 

Policy Center (WCHPC) from 1993 until September 2006. While Director of the WCHPC, she was 



responsible for development and oversight of multidisciplinary faculty research and product 

development in the application of research to the practice of public MCH program implementation. Ms. 

Grason's graduate training is in the field of child development. She served in various state MCH and 

national MCH management positions between 1981 and 1993. Professor Grason's key contributions to 

maternal and child health have centered on development of frameworks for describing and analyzing 

issues related to the roles, organization, and functions of public programs serving women and children. 

 

 

EJ Tom 

Business Analyst, SAIC 

 

EJ is a business analyst for Science Applications International Corporation 

(SAIC). He has served as the primary point of contact for the Title V 

Information System (TVIS) since 2006. 

 

 

 

 

 

Catherine Hess, MSW 

Managing Director for Coverage and Access 

National Academy for State Health Policy 

 

Catherine develops and implements initiatives focused on public and private 

health coverage, access to care and health reform. She is co-director for 

Maximizing Enrollment: Transforming State Coverage, a $15 million program 

of the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation (RWJF) and Co-Expert Director for 

the RWJF sponsored State Refor(u)m web-based platform for exchange on 

health reform. She oversees work funded by the David and Lucile Packard 

Foundation on state children's health insurance programs, as well as an 

Atlantic Philanthropies project addressing children and health care reform. She served as the first 

executive director of AMCHP, for 14 years. She then worked as a consultant to national organizations 

and federal and state agencies. In the 1980s, she was director of the policy office of the Massachusetts 

Department of Public Health's Division of Family Health, where she played an instrumental role in 

developing the nation’s first state maternity care insurance program, Healthy Start. 

 

 

Deborah Klein Walker, EdD 

Vice President and Senior Fellow 

ABT Associates, Inc. 

 

Deborah Klein Walker, Ed.D., is a Vice President and Senior Fellow who leads 

the Public Health and Epidemiology practice in the US Health Division of Abt 

Associates. Before joining Abt, Dr. Walker spent 16 years with the 

Massachusetts Department of Public Health, where she was the Director of 

the Bureau of Family and Community Health (the Title V agency) for over a 

decade. She is a former president of the American Public Health Association 

and the Association of Maternal and Child Health Programs, a founder of New England SERVE (a network 



to serve children with special health care needs), and a founding member of the Research Consortium 

on Children with Chronic Conditions. She is currently an Adjunct Professor on the faculty of the Boston 

University School of Public Health, a trustee of the Cambridge Health Alliance and a Board Member of 

the Massachusetts Public Health Association. Dr. Walker has been widely honored by organizations 

representing maternal and child health services, disabilities, and at-risk populations. She is a recipient of 

the APHA Martha May Eliot Award and the Vince L. Hutchins Partnership Award from the Maternal and 

Child Health Bureau. She has served on several Institute of Medicine panels, the HHS Secretary's 

Advisory Committee on Infant Mortality, and in various advisory capacities for the Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention. 


